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making a lion, it is not generally our aim to represent such or such an individual, but to strike the eye with the essence of the characteristic points of the animal.
It is also well, before beginning to work from nature, to copy some of these animals made by the eminent sculptor Barye, who better than anyone in this branch of art has known how to be great and true, Casts of his works can be easily obtained, and from these plaster models it will be easy to study the construction and proportions, which in them are always perfect, and at the same time the firm treatment of the great flat surfaces and of the drawing which is so strong and yet so true,
The treatment of the representation of the lion from the decorative point of view was well understood by our great sculptor Stevens, We all know that lion of small proportions, but so great in character, which he made for the British Museum; in it he has put all the characteristic points in a very simplified form, and this lion alive would be even more imposing than nature itself,